ePortfolio Basics - How to construct a template for a project-based assessment portfolio using PebblePad
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Background or Context
There are good reasons for students to use ePortfolios. They have been used successfully in engineering education (Blicblau, 2008; Campbell & Schmidt, 2005) and have been used to help students understand engineering graduate attributes (Palmer & Hall, 2006). Campbell and Schmidt (2005) outline a number of 
benefits of ePortfolios including providing students with a way to store work so the students can identify their development over time; ePortfolios help students reflect on their development over time; and ePortfolios can showcase student work to potential employers (Goodyer & Milne, 2009). 

This workshop will focus on creating a template for an assessment eportfolio that is designed to "produce evidence that relevant parties will find credible, suggestive, and applicable to decisions that need to be made...thinking in advance about how the information will be used, and by whom" (Astin et al., 2004). This would also contain certain pages that could contribute to a showcase eportfolio that can be used to represent best practices for the purpose of fostering self-reflection and peer review (Fowler, 2014) and provide expert certified evidence of their competencies to potential employers. 

Presenter: Yasmine Tolentino - Blended Learning Advisor (University of Western Sydney-School of Computing Engineering and Mathematics) has been in the educational design circle for the past five years. Helped in the design, implementation, support & evaluation of using Pebblepad as an eportfolio assessment for four units in Industrial Design from 2014 to present.
Purpose or Goal
This workshop aims to let participants create sample templates for a hybrid (assessment & showcase) eportfolio that follows the 7-phase model of project based learning. After the workshop, the delegates should be able to: 
* identify the basic elements that a project based assessment portfolio should contain; 
* practice basics for creating a template using pebblepad; 
* create a template; and 
* present it to the group for constructive feedback
Approach
To start off the workshop, a scenario will be given to the delegates for them to brainstorm on the elements that would build the template based on the context and the 7-phase Model of Project Based Learning design. They will be asked to brainstorm in groups, then type in their responses in a shared google doc. When everyone's basic structure is ready, we will open up pebblepad test accounts for certain groups and let them build specific pages using certain elements, e.g. blank tables, guiding questions, pre-made / self-made rubrics, blog page, etc. During the building stage, a presentation explaining the different elements of a pebblepad template that would support the 7-phase model will be playing on the screen. Since there will be a need for small group discussions, a round table with movable chairs would be ideal. If there can be at least one computer on each table that is wifi connected, the participants can have a go at building their templates. A main computer for sharing all group's templates, running the demonstration & accepting google doc entries will also be needed.
Discussion
This workshop would be ideal for anyone looking for ways to efficiently implement the use of eportfolios as an assessment. Pebblepad uses an HTML5 drag and drop interface which should be intuitive enough to be used by people who have basic WYSIWYG editing skills.
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