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President’s Message 

Dear Members 

It has been difficult managing workload capacity in June for many. Exams, marking and most importantly, the 

AAEE26 submission deadline. I know without any extension the pressure was on, but the great majority pulled 

through. Thank you to each member who submitted! Let’s not forget that EOI’s for hosting AAEE29 are now 

open. 

With AAEE26 papers out of the way, attention falls on our grants and awards applications. If you fall into this 

camp, the July CREITE session is for you. Tony Vo (coordinator of the AAEE awards for 2026), Ashlee Pearson, 

Anne Gardner and Keith Willey are joining to share their experiences of applying for AAEE awards. 

Furthermore, Tony Vo has created some new videos that further support members in this process. Remember, 

knowledge is power!  

Our annual research school will be hosted at QUT next week. This is a great professional development 

opportunity, and I am certain that everyone involved will have a great experience. Great networks are formed 

here, so if you missed out this year, consider attending in 2027. A big thank you to Sarah Dart and the team for 

hosting and organising. 

The Australian Council of Engineering Deans National Award for Engineering Education Excellence remains 

one of the most prestigious recognitions in our field. If you have been contributing to engineering education at a 

national level, I encourage you to consider applying. 

What’s on in 

AAEE? 
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https://aaee.net.au/


The EOI process for the HDR Symposium Convenor recently closed. We had many applications of the highest 

calibre, and I would like to thank everyone who put their hand up for the role. At the last meeting, Amy Young 

was unanimously appointed to the role. I congratulate her, and I look forward to the further development of the 

symposium, now that we have a dedicated convenor within the portfolio. 

AJEE has once again maintained its Q1 status. Metrics aren’t everything, and they can be volatile, but it’s great 

to see AJEE continuing to make a positive contribution to the engineering education research community. 

Congratulations to the editorial team, authors, reviewers, and everyone involved. Thank you, Sally Male, for your 

leadership over the years. With Sally's term coming to an end, we are looking for a new EiC. Expressions of 

Interest for the Editor-in-Chief of AJEE have been extended until August, and we will consider co-editor 

expressions.  

Our last AAEE Executive Committee meeting was held in June. Beyond some of the items mentioned, further 

activity included: 

• We have continued to review the AAEE constitution to make it more transparent and aligned with what 

we do. We hope to have this finalised for a vote at the end of the year.  

• The Education portfolio will start a review process to help improve alignment, opportunity and value.  

• SEFI has agreed to reinstate an MOU, based on the same conditions agreed to with CEEA, and this will 

be signed shortly.   

• To support the NZ community to prepare for AAEE28 (held in Auckland), it is proposed that we hold a 

research school alongside VEENS in 2027. This may further be complemented alongside AAEE28 to 

include a similar collaborative event. This is all a work in progress. 

Have a great July and all the best for the second half of the year. 

Sasha 

2026 AAEE Annual Conference 

 

 
 

Join us at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia for the 

37th Australasian Association for Engineering Education Annual Conference (AAEE2026). 

 

Full paper and workshop acceptance Monday 3 August 2026 

Early bird registration closes 16 October 2026 

Camera-ready submission close Monday 19 October 2026 

 

AJEE EiC EOI Deadline Extended 
 

The Editor-in-Chief is responsible for upholding the mission and scope of the Australasian Journal of 

Engineering Education (AJEE). AJEE is a Q1-ranked journal, and we are looking for someone who is 

interested in taking on the challenge of keeping the journal a trusted, quality source of engineering education 

research. 

 

Key responsibilities include selecting papers that provide new, original, and important contributions to 

engineering knowledge. The Editor is responsible for the overall quality of the intellectual content of the 

journal and for overseeing the review process to ensure it is thorough, fair, and timely. 

 

A full description of the position, general duties and responsibilities is available on the AAEE website. 

 

Time Commitment and Appointment  

-    The Editor-in‑Chief role requires a time commitment of approximately one day per week.  

-    The appointment term is three years, commencing 1 January 2027, with the possibility of renewal.  

 

EOI deadline: 10 August 2026 

https://aaee.net.au/aaee-executive-committee/


 

AAEE 2026 Awards & New Supporting Videos 
 

The AAEE Annual Awards recognise outstanding contributions to engineering education in Australasia. 

Awards are presented each year at the AAEE Annual Conference. 

 

Technical Society Awards 

There are three awards that are presented through the Technical Society association with Engineers Australia. 

These are: 

• Australian Council of Engineering Deans National Award for Engineering Education 

Excellence for demonstrated excellence in Engineering Education 

• Engineering Education Research Design Award for rigorous, innovative and transferable research 

design in the field of Engineering Education 

• Engineering Education Engagement Award for fostering an excellent standard of successful 

engagement with stakeholders in Australasian Engineering Education 

 

Citations for Outstanding Early Career Contributions to Engineering Education 

• AAEE awards Citations for Outstanding Early Career Contribution to Engineering 

Education.  These citations recognise and reward the diverse contributions made by individuals to 

the quality of engineering student learning and teaching at the early stages of their career, are judged 

by a panel of experts drawn from across Australasia.  

 

Applications close: Monday, 14 September 2026. 

Detailed information: https://aaee.net.au/aaee-awards/  

 

New Supporting Videos: 

AAEE has released two videos to support members interested in applying for the 2026 AAEE Awards.  

The AAEE Awards 2026 Information Session provides an overview of the award categories, eligibility 

requirements, submission process, and key 2026 updates. The Writing a Strong AAEE Awards Application 

video offers practical advice on choosing the right award, framing your contribution, using evidence 

effectively, and avoiding common application weaknesses.  

Members considering an application, or encouraging colleagues to apply, are encouraged to watch both 

videos and review the current guidance on the AAEE Awards website.  

 

AAEE Awards Information: https://youtu.be/vxS5-h-YGIk  

Writing a Strong AAEE Application: https://youtu.be/Yt9O5Esfoes  

 

Whakatere | Navigation Grants for 2027 
 

Following the success of the 35th AAEE Conference in Ōtautahi | Christchurch and with the financial support 

from the New Zealand Council of Engineering Deans, the Whakatere | Navigation Grants have been established 

to support engineering education research in Aotearoa | New Zealand and the Pacific. Backed by AAEE and 

Engineering New Zealand, these grants are aimed at fostering collaborative research with significant impact on 

engineering education. The grants support teams, led by a Principal Investigator at an Engineering New Zealand 

Accredited Institution in New Zealand or the Pacific, with the aim to: 

1. identify engineering educational issues and to facilitate an evidence-based approach to address these issues 

2. raise the profile of engineering education research 

3. show leadership in promoting and enhancing engineering education research 

4. establish and build on national and international partnerships in engineering education research 

5. foster national collaboration and collegial networking for sharing research, innovation and good practice in 

engineering education 

6. contribute to the growing community of engineering education researchers in higher education 

   

The total funding pool for all projects commencing in 2027 is NZD$25,000 ex. GST. One or two projects will 

be funded. The scheme is designed for early to mid-career academics, though senior researchers may participate 

in mentoring or advisory roles. Applications must include institutional support and a clear plan for impact and 

dissemination. 

Applications close: Friday, 30 October 2026, 5 pm AEST. 

  

For full details, including eligibility, selection criteria, and application instructions are available at 

https://aaee.net.au/current-grants/ 

https://aaee.net.au/aaee-awards/
https://youtu.be/vxS5-h-YGIk
https://youtu.be/Yt9O5Esfoes
https://aaee.net.au/current-grants/


 

2026 AAEE Engineering Education Grants 
 

The 2026 AAEE Engineering Education Grants are open for application! Three grants of up to $10,000 each 

are available for projects that address the outcomes of the ACED Engineering Futures 2035. 

 

The grants support teams in building their skills and capacity in engineering education scholarship and/or 

research in higher education (or equivalent), encouraging excellence in scholarly practice with a particular 

focus on developing emerging scholars in the field. 

 

Applications are welcomed from early and mid-career academics engaged in scholarly practice and/or 

engineering education research at Australian Academic Levels A–C, or NZ Academic Level Associate 

Lecturer, Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, or polytechnics equivalent. Applicants must be AAEE members employed 

by an eligible higher education institution in Australia, New Zealand, or Oceania (PNG/South Pacific). A PhD 

is not required, though demonstrable capacity or experience in engineering education research and/or scholarly 

work will strengthen an application. 

 

Senior and established researchers, including previous grant recipients and AAEE Award winners, are 

encouraged to participate in a mentoring or advisory capacity, supporting emerging scholars who are leading 

the work. 

 

Applications close: Monday, 7 September 2026. 

 

Detailed information: https://aaee.net.au/current-grants/  

 

Website Updates  
 

Our website aaee.net.au is large, and it can be difficult to take notice of what’s changed. This is what has 

happened this month: 

- Updates to the AJEE EiC, Grants and Award pages with latest information. 

- We have been waiting for the AAEE25 files so that they can be uploaded, but these have yet to be 

received. We will continue to remind the previous host of them. To resolve this issue in future, we 

will try to have all papers uploaded on our website for the start of the conference. 

 

AI SIG Update 

 

All things AI and Engineering Education can be found at AAIEEC: 

- An in-person symposium will be held on the 24th of July at the University of Wollongong - Shaping 

AI-Ready Futures: Shape future talent. Targeted at industry members, the event aims to benchmark 

AI practice and translate this into future graduate competencies. More information 

- We are calling on the community to showcase ‘practice’ based examples of AI integration. Short blogs 

that inspire what can be done in the classroom. This is a great opportunity to gain recognition for your 

creative AI implementations and applications. Please submit your EOI here. 

- The AAIEEC 3rd annual showcase is currently being prepared. It is currently being scheduled for 

August. Keep an eye out for further information. 

- The different clusters have produced and submitted many great conference papers for AAEE26. I 

thank all participants for their efforts, regardless of what the outcome may be. 

 

July CREITE session 
 

 

June CREITE session July 15th 1230-2pm(AEST) 

The Centre for Research into Engineering and Information Technology Education (CREITE) holds monthly 

meetings exploring topical issues and the latest research in engineering education. Activities include: guest 

speakers discussing EER methodologies or research projects; peer feedback sessions on draft abstracts or 

conference presentations, and interactive sessions on different skills and approaches in EER (e.g. reviewing 

journal manuscripts). CREITE is hosted by the University of Technology Sydney, with members from the 

Sydney region and beyond, including the University of New South Wales, University of Newcastle, and Charles 

Sturt University. We normally meet on the third Wednesday of the month, from 1230-2pm, Feb-Nov. 

  

https://aaee.net.au/current-grants/
https://www.aaieec.org/
https://www.aaieec.org/event-list
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bkMcFGiNTl15EuG


Our next CREITE session is planned for Wednesday July 15, 12:30-2 (as always lunchtime on the third 

Wednesday of each month, February to November). We’ll have the pleasure of Tony Vo (coordinator of the 

AAEE awards for 2026), Ashlee Pearson, Anne Gardner and Keith Willey joining us to share their experiences 

of applying for AAEE awards. 

 

Why are we doing this and what do we hope you’ll get out of it? 

To hear about approaches to applying for AAEE (and other) awards; to get some insights on how to apply for 

an Engineering Education Research Design Award; to celebrate how CREITE has inspired our EER community 

- remember to post your papers, workshops and grants in the CREITE insights doc. 

 

What is it? 

Have you ever wondered how to win an AAEE award? In this session, Tony Vo, coordinator of the AAEE 

awards for 2026, will give his insights on applying for an award. In addition, past winners of AAEE awards 

will talk briefly about the lessons they learned from applying for the award, and recommendations for the 

process.   

Join us on Zoom: 

https://zoom.uts.edu.au/j/88012429428 

 

 

Calls for Expressions of Interest in Hosting AAEE2029 
 

The AAEE conducts an annual conference throughout Australia and New Zealand to promote engineering 

education scholarship and facilitate the dissemination of research and best practices throughout the engineering 

education community. Hosting this conference brings substantial visibility to your university and city. It provides 

a great networking platform and professional development opportunities within engineering education.   

 

If you would like the opportunity to bring the AAEE community to your doorstep, an EOI to host AAEE2029 is 

due on 16th November 2026.  

  

The ‘Procedures to Host the 2029 conference’ is now available on the AAEE website. Please 

contact enda.crossin@canterbury.ac.nz with any questions or queries.  

 

 

Engineers Australia Updates 
 

Input to A More Joined-up Tertiary System 

Engineers Australia recently contributed to consultation on the ATEC paper on A More Joined-up Tertiary 

System. Our input reinforced the importance of a coordinated approach across VET, higher education and 

professional pathways, particularly for disciplines such as engineering where outcomes-based accreditation 

plays a critical role. 

 

Key themes included the need to better align qualification frameworks with industry capability requirements, 

strengthen transitions between education stages, and ensure that quality assurance mechanisms support 

innovation while maintaining confidence in graduate outcomes. The submission also highlighted the opportunity 

to more effectively integrate professional accreditation into the broader tertiary system design.  A link to our 

submission will be available in early July, under the Policy and Advocacy library - 

https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/policy-and-advocacy.  

 

International collaboration through the IEA 

The EA International Engineering Alliance (IEA) delegation of National President, Tom Goerke, Emeritus 

Professor Elizabeth Taylor, AIRCDR (retd) Anker Broderson and Bernadette Foley recently returned from the 

2026 annual meeting.  It was the first time that EA’s National President has attended.  The accreditation centre 

continues to monitor outcomes from these meetings, and are looking forward to our periodic review for the IEA 

Dublin Accord in late 2026.  We thank all volunteers that contribute to these activities. 

 

Through recent engagement, there has been a strong focus on evolving education accords, consistency in 

applying graduate outcomes, and strengthening reviewer capability across jurisdictions. 

Bernadette Foley has been closely involved in these discussions, contributing to conversations on how 

accreditation systems can continue to support international mobility while responding to changes in education 

delivery and professional practice. These global engagements remain important in ensuring that our 

accreditation approach aligns with international expectations while reflecting local context. 

https://zoom.uts.edu.au/j/88012429428
https://aaee.net.au/eois-conferences/
mailto:enda.crossin@canterbury.ac.nz
https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/policy-and-advocacy


 

Progress toward a National Registration Scheme 

Work is continuing to jointly advocate with the profession for a national approach to engineering registration in 

Australia. Together with the federal Treasurer, state and territory Treasurers are exploring ways to create a 

'single national market for workers' to increase labour mobility, productivity, and competitiveness across 

jurisdictions. Registration schemes for engineers currently vary between states and territories, a single national 

scheme would reduce administrative burden and strengthen public confidence, professional accountability and 

workforce mobility.  

 

Accreditation remains a key underpinning of any national approach, providing assurance of graduate capability 

and supporting consistency across the profession. Ongoing collaboration between regulators, professional bodies 

and government will be important in progressing a more joined-up system. 

 

Accreditation Deep Dive webinar series 

We are continuing our Accreditation Deep Dive webinar series, with upcoming sessions focused on key areas of 

interest to the sector: 

• Monday 27 July 2026, 11.00 am to 12.00 pm AEST 

Accreditation Deep Dive: understanding evidence at the program level 

• Monday 28 September 2026, 11.00 am to 12.00 pm AEST 

Accreditation Deep Dive: generative AI, learning, assessment and accreditation 

• Monday 23 November 2026, 11.00 am to 12.00 pm AEST 

Accreditation Deep Dive: implications of NCSE implementation on accreditation 

 

These sessions are designed to provide practical insight and foster shared understanding across providers, 

industry and accreditation stakeholders.  Recordings of previous sessions are available through the EAXchange 

Accreditation Community of Practice. 

 
Helen Fairweather 

 

 

Engineering New Zealand Updates 
 

International Engineering Alliance meetings – Cape Town 

I’ve recently returned from the International Engineering Alliance (IEA) meetings in Cape Town, South Africa – 

somewhere I’d definitely recommend you visit if you get the chance!  The week of meetings included workshop 

discussions on a range of strategic and operational topics, including initiatives to maximise mobility through the 

IEA Education Accords and Mobility Agreements, the development of structured training framework for IEA 

reviewers, and the potential development of a new education Accord for Masters qualifications.   

Within the Education Accords, The Engineers Institution of Zambia was admitted as a provisional Signatory to 

the Washington Accord and the Indonesian Accreditation Board for Engineering Education was admitted as a 

provisional signatory to the Sydney Accord and Dublin Accord. 

 

Engineering Graduates increase, but shortages remain! 

Our recent report on university enrolment and graduation trends shows encouraging growth but it’s insufficient 

to resolve New Zealand’s long-term engineering skills shortage. 

We estimate that we need between 1,500 and 2,300 additional engineers every year to meet demand and support 

resilience, innovation and economic growth. 

 

New Tikanga learning module 

We have recently released a new online learning module that introduces the foundational ideas of Māori tikanga, 

and practical ways engineers can apply them in their work.  The module is available free to Engineering New 

Zealand members, including Student members, for whom membership is also free! 

 

Brett Willams 

 

https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2022/05/accreditation-deep-dive-understanding-evidence-program-level-ac835a9a
https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2022/05/accreditation-deep-dive-generative-ai-learning-assessment-and-accreditation-6bef075b
https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2022/05/accreditation-deep-dive-implications-ncse-implementation-accreditation-d761a351
https://eaxchange.engineersaustralia.org.au/communities/community-home?communitykey=841c238b-a4ab-4b48-b2b8-0188431b7c26
https://eaxchange.engineersaustralia.org.au/communities/community-home?communitykey=841c238b-a4ab-4b48-b2b8-0188431b7c26
https://www.internationalengineeringalliance.org/
https://d2rjvl4n5h2b61.cloudfront.net/media/documents/Engineering_Education_in_NZ_Report_zWqyA5Y.pdf
https://www.engineeringnz.org/courses-events/tikanga-for-engineers/


 

2026 Events & Deadlines Calendar  
 

It can be difficult to keep track of events and deadlines from AAEE and our partners. This calendar has been 

designed to help you stay on track. As deadlines are considered, even draft dates, they will be added to the 

calendar. 

 

March 2026: 

 

- 24th: GenAI Workshop + Member networking @ UMelb, Melbourne 

 

April 2026: 

- 1st: Submission deadline SEFI26 

- 6th: AAEE26 Call for abstract and workshop expression of interest closes 

 

May 2026: 

- 14th: Research School early-bird rate finishes 

- 20th: May CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEST) via Zoom 

- 29th: EOI Closes – HDR Symposium Convenor 

 

June 2026: 

- 2nd: AAEE26 Submissions requirements seminar 

- 9th: EOI Closes – AJEE EiC 

- 14 – 17th: CEEA26 @ Moncton, Canada 

- 22nd: AAEE26 Call for full paper and workshop closes 

- 17th: June CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEST) via Zoom 

 

July 2026: 

- 3rd: Early bird registration deadline SEFI26 

- 6 – 10th: AAEE Research School @ QUT, Brisbane 

- 15th: July CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEST) via Zoom 

- 24th: Shaping AI-Ready Futures (AAIEEC) 

 

August 2026: 

- 19th: August CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEST) via Zoom 

 

September: 

- 7 – 10th: SEFI26 @ Prague, Czech Republic 

- 7th: Deadline for AAEE Engineering Education Grants 

- 14: Deadline for AAEE Engineering Education Awards  

- 16th: September CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEST) via Zoom 

- 22 – 25th: WEEF & GEDC 2026 @ Cartagena de Indias, Colombia 

 

October: 

- 5th: AAEE26 Author registration deadline 

- 19th: AAEE26 Camera-ready submission closes 

- 21st: October CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEDT) via Zoom 

- 30th: Whakatere | Navigation Grants for 2027 deadline close 

 

November 

 

- 16th: EOI Hosting AAEE2029 closes 

- 18th: November CREITE session 1230-2pm (AEDT) via Zoom 

 

December: 

- 9th: December CRIETE session 1230-2pm (AEDT) via Zoom 

- 13th: Executive Committee Meeting; HDR Symposium; Early Career Academy meeting @AAEE26 

- 13 – 16th: AAEE26 @ UNSW, Sydney, Australia 

 

https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/j/88012429428

